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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 
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5) S Claim(s) 9-12 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-8. 13-14 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) ._ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

In response to the remarks filed 7/1/2004, claims 1-14 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8, 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Herman et al. 
(USPN 5,364,272; hereinafter Herman). 

Regarding claims 1 and 13, Herman discloses an apparatus for determining the identification of 
selected objects for use in connection with an electronic children's toy, the apparatus comprising: a 
plurality of objects 14a-c which include a plurality of object contact elements 50a-h, wherein two or more 
of the contact elements are connected to form a contact pattern which serves to uniquely identify the 
object (Col. 4, lines 7-17); and an identification member 12a-c capable of being placed in physical contact 
with the object contact elements 50a-h (Col. 6, lines 42-56); the identification member including a 
plurality of member contact elements 46a-h configured such that at least two of the member contact 
elements come into electrical contact with at least two of the object contact elements when the 
identification member is placed in contact with one of the objects (Col. 4, lines 18-25); and a processing 
unit 20 in electrical contact with the identification member capable of detecting the object contact pattern 
and determining the identification of the particular object (Col. 5, lines 46-51); (as per claim 13) passing 
an electrical current from the identification member to said object through the contact elements (Col. 4, 
lines 31-39). 
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Regarding claims 2 and 14, Herman discloses an apparatus further comprising a means of 
providing audio information corresponding to the identification of the object in contact with the 
identification number (Col. 6, lines 20-23). 

Regarding claim 3, Herman discloses an apparatus comprising a means of providing audio 
information includes computer-generated human speech (Col. 6, lines 42-56). 

Regarding claim 4, Herman discloses an apparatus wherein audio information is provided upon 
movement of a portion of the apparatus (Col. 6, lines 42-56). 

Regarding claim 5, Herman discloses an apparatus wherein the identification member includes at 
least three contact elements 46a-h arranged linearly (See Fig. 2). 

Regarding claims 6, Herman discloses an apparatus wherein the objects 14a-c include at least two 
contact elements 50a-h arranged such that each of the object contact elements comes into physical contact 
with a corresponding one of the identification member contact elements (Col. 3, line 63 - Col. 4, line 58), 

Regarding claim 7, Herman discloses an apparatus wherein the identification member includes at 
least four contact elements 46a-h arranged in at least two linear rows. (See Fig. 2 

Regarding claim 8, Herman discloses an apparatus wherein the objects 14a-c include at least two 
contact elements 50a-h arranged such that each of the object contact elements comes into physical contact 
with a corresponding one of the identification member contact elements 46a-h (Col. 3, line 63 - Col. 4, 
line 58). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 9-12 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Patentability is seen in, although not limited to: independent claim 9, the combination of elements 
specifically claimed including a fishing pole device including a rod member and a hook member; a 
plurality of objects having a plurality of object contact elements wherein two or more of the object 
contact elements are connected to one another to form a contact pattern which serves to uniquely identify 
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each object; wherein the objects include an aperture configured to accept engagement of the hook 
member; an identification member associated with the hook member, wherein the identification member 
includes a plurality of member contact elements configured such that at least two of the member contact 
elements come into electrical contact with at least two of the object contact elements when the hook 
member is placed in physical contact with one of the objects; and a processing unit associated with the 
fishing pole, wherein the processing unit is in direct electrical contact with the identification member, the 
processing unit being capable of detecting the object contact pattern in physical contact with the 
identification member to identify the particular object in physical contact with the hook member. The 
closest prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggest this feature in the combination. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 7/1/04 have been considered but they are not fully persuasive. 
Applicant purports that Herman fails to even remotely teach or suggest the formation of an electrical 
contact between conductive pads 46 and 50. Applicant identifies (Col. 4, lines 49-58) of Herman: 

'The capacitive coupling allows the control signal transmitted from Sout to flow to Sin and to the 
predetermined set of code-out pads (50a, 50c and 50d) to become the data signal. The data signal 
is then capacitively coupled back to processor 20 through the corresponding code-in pads (46a, 
46c and 46d). By determining from which code-out pads 50 and code-in pads 46 the data signal 
is coupled back to receptacle 12, processor 20 determines the identity of the datum which is 
facing up from cube 14 as it rests in receptacle 12." 
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Applicant concludes that at no point does an electrical current ever pass between the conductive pads 46 
and 50 as claimed in claims 1 and 13; and that it is impossible for an electrical current to pass between the 
conductive pads in view of the fact that they are separated by a dielectric layer. 

First, is noted that claims 1-12 do not include the limitation of passing an electrical current 
between an object and an identification member. Independent claims 1 and 9 merely require the 
limitation of an identification member having a plurality of contact elements come into electrical contact 
with at least two contact elements of an object. There is no mention of passing an electrical current 
between the contact elements. 

In addition, (Col 4, lines 49-58, Herman), actually contradicts applicant's assertion that there is 
no electrical contact between pads 46 and 50. Herman discloses that capacitive coupling allows the 
control signal transmitted from Sout to flow to Sin and to the code pads 50, which are then capacitively 
coupled back to processor 20 through code in pads 46. By determining from which code-out pads 50 and 
code-in pads 46 the data signal is coupled back to receptacle 12, processor 20 determines the identity of 
the datum on cube 14 as it rests in receptacle 12. If there was no electrical contact formed between pads 
46 and 50, there is no way that the data signal could be coupled back to the receptacle 12. 

Furthermore, when contact elements 46 and 50 come together, a capacitor is formed. Herman 
states, "The signal transmitted via this capacitance must be of a high enough frequency to endure the 
effective impedance of the capacitance. This effective impedance is give by: l/2pi/c, where f is the signal 
frequency in Hertz" (Col. 4, lines 3 1-39). Hence, it is clear that the signal transmitted via the capacitor is 
a time-varying signal in the frequency domain. Therefore, the current at the terminals of the capacitor is, 
i = C(dv/dt). The capacitor formed with elements 46 and 50 does not behave as an open circuit as 
purported by applicant, since the signal transmitted via the capacitor is time-varying. 

Applicant's arguments, with respect to claims 9-12 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejection of claims 9-12 has been withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

• Soto et al. (US patent application publication 2003/0171063 Al) - disclose an 

educational toy comprising an identification member for identifying various objects. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing 
date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Cameron Saadat whose telephone number is 703-305-5490. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 9:00 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Xuan 
Thai can be reached on 703-308-2064. The fax phone number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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